
vii

Contents

List of Figures..................................................................................................................................................................... ix
List of Plates ...................................................................................................................................................................... xi
List of Maps .....................................................................................................................................................................xiii
List of Planes ...................................................................................................................................................................xiii
List of Tables .................................................................................................................................................................... xiv

1.  Introduction.................................................................................................................................................................... 1
1.1. Geography of Braljina and its surroundings............................................................................................................. 1
1.2. Archaeological prospection and methodology.......................................................................................................... 3

2.  Archaeological Contexts and Stratigraphic Units...................................................................................................... 7
2.1. Archaeological contexts............................................................................................................................................ 7
2.2. Stratigraphic units................................................................................................................................................... 50

3.  Architectural Remains................................................................................................................................................. 57
3.1. Architectural remains of households and other features......................................................................................... 57
3.2. Pithouses................................................................................................................................................................. 59
3.3. Storage pits.............................................................................................................................................................. 68
3.4. Above-ground house (Object 2).............................................................................................................................. 69
3.5. Organization of the settlement and pattern analysis............................................................................................... 74

4.  The Early and Middle Bronze Age............................................................................................................................. 77
4.1. Early and Middle Bronze Age in Serbia................................................................................................................. 77
4.2. Early Bronze Age in the central Balkans................................................................................................................ 80
4.3. Middle Bronze Age in the central Balkans............................................................................................................. 85

5.  Early Bronze Age Pottery Production........................................................................................................................ 89
5.1. Pottery production................................................................................................................................................... 89
5.2. Early Bronze Age III pottery at Braljina................................................................................................................. 90
5.3. Early Bronze Age III cups ...................................................................................................................................... 90
5.4. Early Bronze Age III beakers.................................................................................................................................. 91
5.5. Early Bronze Age III mugs..................................................................................................................................... 94
5.6. Early Bronze Age III jugs....................................................................................................................................... 95
5.7. Early Bronze Age III bowls ................................................................................................................................... 96
5.8. Early Bronze Age III pots ...................................................................................................................................... 98
5.9. Early Bronze Age III pyraunoi.............................................................................................................................. 104
5.10. Early Bronze Age III anthropomorphic pottery.................................................................................................. 106
5.11. Early Bronze Age III lids.................................................................................................................................... 106

6.  Middle Bronze Age Pottery Production................................................................................................................... 109
6.1. Middle Bronze Age Cups...................................................................................................................................... 109
6.2. Middle Bronze Age beakers.................................................................................................................................. 109
6.3. Middle Bronze Age bowls......................................................................................................................................111
6.4. Middle Bronze Age mugs......................................................................................................................................111
6.5. Middle Bronze Age pots....................................................................................................................................... 114
6.6. Middle Bronze Age pyraunoi................................................................................................................................ 114

7.  Early Bronze Age III and Middle Bronze Age Pottery Production: Discussion...................................................117

8.  Tools............................................................................................................................................................................. 125
8.1. Stone tool industry................................................................................................................................................ 125
8.2. Bone tool industry................................................................................................................................................. 125

9.  Conclusion.................................................................................................................................................................. 127



viii

Braljina, an Early and Middle Bronze Age Settlement in Southeastern Europe (Nišava District, Serbia)

Appendix 1: Archaeozoological Report from the Braljina Site Rescue Excavation................................................. 129
Nemanja Pavlović and Andjela Zdravković

A1.1. Material�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 129
A1.2. Methodology: protocol for the processing of archaeozoological material......................................................... 129
A1.3. Taxonomic identification.................................................................................................................................... 130
A1.4. Quantification..................................................................................................................................................... 130
A1.5. Fragmentation.................................................................................................................................................... 130
A1.6. Taphonomic processes........................................................................................................................................ 130
A1.7. Anthropogenic traces.......................................................................................................................................... 130
A1.8. Biometric data.................................................................................................................................................... 130
A1.9. Results................................................................................................................................................................ 130
A1.10. Contextual analysis, archaeological units – animal species............................................................................. 132

Appendix 2: Braljina – Absolute Dates......................................................................................................................... 135
Mario Gavranović

Figures.............................................................................................................................................................................. 137

References........................................................................................................................................................................ 147


