
xi

Contents

List of Figures�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� xv
List of Tables���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� xx

1.  Background and Issues................................................................................................................................................ 1
Fourth into Third Millennia BC: The Uruk (LC3-5) and Early Early Bronze (1/2)...................................................... 1
Mitchell S Rothman

Changing Paradigms............................................................................................................................................... 2
Pottery style, function, and the Uruk expansion..................................................................................................... 5
World Systems Theory............................................................................................................................................ 8
The Role of Trade.................................................................................................................................................... 9
Sub-regions of Mesopotamia from the Fourth into Third Millennia BC.............................................................. 12

Mid to Late Third Millennium (middle and Late Early Bronze (EB III and IV))....................................................... 31
Petr Charvát

Tilbes and Geography........................................................................................................................................... 31
Pre-Akkadian period............................................................................................................................................. 31
Akkadian period.................................................................................................................................................... 32
Post-Akkadian period............................................................................................................................................ 35

Questions and Structure of the Volume........................................................................................................................ 38
Mitchell S Rothman
References.................................................................................................................................................................... 39

2.  Stratigraphy and Chronology................................................................................................................................... 57
Mitchell S Rothman
Stratigraphy of the Squares.......................................................................................................................................... 57

Square E4a............................................................................................................................................................. 57
Square E4b............................................................................................................................................................ 60
Square AE 1–5....................................................................................................................................................... 64

Chronology................................................................................................................................................................... 67
Radiocarbon.......................................................................................................................................................... 67
Pottery Relative Chronology................................................................................................................................. 67

References.................................................................................................................................................................... 81

3.  The Evidence of Flora and Fauna............................................................................................................................ 85
Environmental Issues................................................................................................................................................... 85
Mitchell S Rothman
Plant Remains from Tilbes Höyük............................................................................................................................... 86
Naomi Miller

Laboratory Analysis.............................................................................................................................................. 86
The Samples.......................................................................................................................................................... 87
The Taxa................................................................................................................................................................ 89
Wood��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 89
Interpretation......................................................................................................................................................... 94

Animal Remains from Tilbes Höyük........................................................................................................................... 94
Bill Grantham

The Sample............................................................................................................................................................ 94
Temporal Distribution and Analytical Categories................................................................................................. 95
Bone Density and Differential Preservation.......................................................................................................... 95
Wild vs. Domestic Consumables........................................................................................................................... 95
Relative Abundance of Main Species.................................................................................................................... 96
Analytical Categories............................................................................................................................................ 96
Harvest Profiles..................................................................................................................................................... 98
Tilbes in Regional Perspective.............................................................................................................................. 99
Bone Tool Fragments and Unusual Specimens................................................................................................... 100
Conclusions......................................................................................................................................................... 100

References.................................................................................................................................................................. 101

REVISED PROOFS 



xii

After the Uruk

4.  Production and Function: Metallurgy, Lithics, and Pottery................................................................................ 105
Metallurgy in Eastern and Southeastern Turkey During the 4th and 3rd Millennium BC........................................ 105
Hadi Özbal and Fatma Haskan Arman

Introduction......................................................................................................................................................... 105
Metal and Prehistoric Societies........................................................................................................................... 105
Metal technology in eastern and southeastern Turkey during the 3rd and 4th Millennium BC......................... 106
Metallurgy in Northern Syria...............................................................................................................................111
Metallurgy at Tilbes Höyük................................................................................................................................. 113
General Conclusions........................................................................................................................................... 120

References.................................................................................................................................................................. 122
Early Bronze Age chipped stone industry from Tilbes Höyük (SE Anatolia)........................................................... 127
Inna Mateiciucová

Introduction......................................................................................................................................................... 127
Methods and selection criteria for chipped stone artifacts ................................................................................. 128
Results................................................................................................................................................................. 128
Conclusions......................................................................................................................................................... 142
Summary............................................................................................................................................................. 152

Acknowledgements.................................................................................................................................................... 152
References.................................................................................................................................................................. 166
Production and Function of Tilbes Pottery................................................................................................................ 168
Mitchell S Rothman

Interpretation ...................................................................................................................................................... 168
References.................................................................................................................................................................. 171

5.  Functional Analysis of Contexts from Tilbes Höyük............................................................................................ 173
Artifact Types and Distribution.................................................................................................................................. 173
Mitchell S Rothman

Artifact Types...................................................................................................................................................... 173
Artifact distributions........................................................................................................................................... 176

References.................................................................................................................................................................. 182
Micro-Archaeology Analysis at Tilbes Höyük........................................................................................................... 183
Lynn Rainville

Micro-archaeology: methodological considerations........................................................................................... 183
Micro-debris samples taken at Tilbes.................................................................................................................. 183
Ethnographic and Historical Insights into the Archaeological Record at Rural Settlements.............................. 189
Discussion........................................................................................................................................................... 192
Acknowledgements............................................................................................................................................. 192

References������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 192
Conclusions................................................................................................................................................................ 195
Mitchell S Rothman

6.  Ritual and Ideological Remains.............................................................................................................................. 197
Analysis of the Middle Early Bronze Age at Tilbes Höyük ...................................................................................... 197
Mark Schwartz

Stratigraphy......................................................................................................................................................... 197
Summary and Interpretation................................................................................................................................ 201

References.................................................................................................................................................................. 206
Symbols and Mortuary Behavior at Tilbes Höyük..................................................................................................... 208
Mitchell S Rothman
References.................................................................................................................................................................. 213

7.  Discussion and Conclusions.................................................................................................................................... 215
Mitchell S Rothman
Does the World Systems Model work for Greater Mesopotamia in the Fourth and Third Millennia BC?............... 215
Patterns in the Middle Upper Euphrates and Local Activities and Adaptations at Tilbes Höyük.............................. 218
The Patterns of Adaptation and Selection at Tilbes Höyük....................................................................................... 223
Middle-Late EB.......................................................................................................................................................... 227
Final thoughts............................................................................................................................................................. 228
References.................................................................................................................................................................. 228

REVISED PROOFS 



xiii

 Contents

Appendix A: Locus Listing and Analysis...................................................................................................................... 231
Appendix B: Pottery Dataset......................................................................................................................................... 243
Appendix C: Artifacts by Provenience.......................................................................................................................... 291
Appendix D: Animal Bone Data.................................................................................................................................... 305

REVISED PROOFS 


