
ix

Contents

List of Figures .................................................................................................................................................................... xi
List of Tables ....................................................................................................................................................................xiii
Abstract ............................................................................................................................................................................ xiv
Notes .................................................................................................................................................................................. xv
Preface .............................................................................................................................................................................. xvi

1.  Beneath the Veil: Social Context and Structures ....................................................................................................... 1
1.1. Looking Through New Lenses ................................................................................................................................. 1
1.2. Social Context: Resources and Social Complexity .................................................................................................. 2
1.3. Domains of Social Power ......................................................................................................................................... 4
1.4. Data Set and Method ................................................................................................................................................ 5
1.5. Re-modelling the Socioeconomic Structure of the State ......................................................................................... 6
1.6. Women’s Engagement in Domains of Social Power ................................................................................................ 8

2.  The Economic Domain: Women’s Service in the State .............................................................................................11
2.1. Interpretation and the Egyptian Economy.............................................................................................................. 11

A Word on Dating .................................................................................................................................................. 11
2.2. Agency and Economic Resources .......................................................................................................................... 12
2.3. Women’s Activities in Economic Sectors .............................................................................................................. 12

Personal Care Industry ........................................................................................................................................... 17
Textile Industry ...................................................................................................................................................... 22
Administrative Service ........................................................................................................................................... 24
Secular and Sacerdotal Industry ............................................................................................................................. 27
Female Engagement in the Economic Dommain ................................................................................................... 31

3.  The Ideological Domain: Women’s Service in Cultic and Ritual Practices ........................................................... 33
3.1. Ideology and Ancient Egypt ................................................................................................................................... 33
3.2. Service in the Cult of Kingship .............................................................................................................................. 33

Participants of the Early Kingship Cult ................................................................................................................. 35
Old Kingdom Queens’ Titles .................................................................................................................................. 38

3.3. Mortuary Cult ......................................................................................................................................................... 40
Royal Mortuary Priesthood .................................................................................................................................... 41
Private Mortuary Priesthood .................................................................................................................................. 43

3.4. Priestesses and Cult Roles ...................................................................................................................................... 44
Cult of Hathor ........................................................................................................................................................ 44
Cult of Neith ........................................................................................................................................................... 46
Other Cults and Rituals .......................................................................................................................................... 48

3.5. Female Engagement in the Ideological Domain .................................................................................................... 50

4.  The Political Domain: Service in Rulership and Governance ................................................................................ 51
4.1. The Ancient Egyptian State .................................................................................................................................... 51
4.2. Female Sovereignty: Ruling Queens and Regencies ............................................................................................. 52

Neithhotep .............................................................................................................................................................. 53
Meretneith .............................................................................................................................................................. 56
Neitikrety................................................................................................................................................................ 60
Queen Regents ....................................................................................................................................................... 61

4.3. Female Political Agency ........................................................................................................................................ 62
One Whose Every Command Is Obeyed ............................................................................................................... 65

4.4. Female Engagement in the Political Domain ......................................................................................................... 66

5.  Social Power Relationships ........................................................................................................................................ 69
Affiliated Social Power .......................................................................................................................................... 70
Associated Social Power ........................................................................................................................................ 71

5.1. In Name Only ......................................................................................................................................................... 72
5.2. Relational Social Power ......................................................................................................................................... 72



x

Unveiling Female Social Power in Early Egypt (c. 3080–2180 BCE)

6.  Conclusions: Lifting the Veil: Testimonies of Women ............................................................................................. 75

Appendix A: Women ........................................................................................................................................................ 77

Appendix B: Titles ......................................................................................................................................................... 129

Index: Women ................................................................................................................................................................ 137

Index: Titles .................................................................................................................................................................... 151

Bibliography ................................................................................................................................................................... 155




